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Schematic plot of
- the distribution of the outer
electrons in two atoms that bond
covalently. (a) The two separate
atoms. (b) When the atoms form

- a covalent molecule the wave
" functions for the outer electrons

interfere constructively-and- -

produce a concentration of
charge in the region between the

-two nuclei. The two dots show

~ the positions of the two nuclei,

and for clarity the distribution of
inner electrons is omitted entirely.
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